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Party Activities:

Pergonnel Selection Still Faulty: Central and rogional broadcests are still harping
on the "underestimated importance" (nedootsenka vazhnogti) of training and
selecting the right persommel for the right jobs. PRAVDA (13 November) counsels
moderation in the race for larger Party membership even though the drive for new
recruits is an important feature of Communiast activity per se. This paper has been
inveighing in the past against the "anti-Party practice” of admitting new members
en masse, as it wers, without due regard for their political or business qualifica-
tions which should be the only eriteris for eligibility. That the Party camnot
afford to relax its vigilsnce against admitting people of dubious politicel back-
ground is Indicated in the case of the Communist organlzations of Lithuanian SSR
where "unworthy pecple and even class enemies" (nedostoinie lyudf 1 dazhe klassovie
vregl) were acceptsd as Party members. A recent Party "aktivist" meeting at the
Kagenovitch rayon, Yaroslavl oblast, revesled that even Pecple who compromise
themselves "by unbecoming behuvior" (nedostoynim povedeniem) are admitied to the
Party ranks. Again the race for large numbers of recruite to the Party in disregard
of political bsckground and sdministrative ability 1s flayed by the editorial es

e risky business which is fraught with grave consequences.

Nepotlism 1s referred to es amother way of "fouling up" (zssorenis) the Party
membership with undesirsble elements. As RADYANSKA UKRAINA points out on

14 November, "family ties" (semeistvennost), personal relations and gimilax
irrelevant considerations still go far to determine an spplicant's qualificetions
for Party memberahip., This has led to the formetion of numerous tight 1little
eliques within the Party consisting of

CPYRGHT
famlly groups of people who are olose to esch

other in mentiment, mezmbers of which are trying
to live in peace, not to offend each other end

(ne vysonosy
anitya 8 khaty).

It 1g quite obvious, the paper continues, that under sush airoumsterices aritiolen
of shorteomings is not encoursged, and the general tendency is to "gloss over
mistakes." In Kulykivkeily »ayon, Lvov oblast, for exemple, all the rayon Committee
membera are seid 1o be related to sagh othar, Party meetinge are held "on o low
olitical level" and the entire organizations "reminds one of & quiet haven'
?nngaduvayn tykhiy 2akhist), Similar irregulariiies are reported to heve taken
Place In Stanislev cblast where the following Inaldent iw cited ad heing typlesl
of many. The Searetary of the Xolomya rayon Party Committee who 18 seild to have
"oompromised himself" by appointing politicelly untrustworihy peopls to exeoutive
Party positions was aubssquently himself promoted by the eblast Oommittee to the
poet of Firet Secretary of another rayon Party Committee. The Poltave town
Communist organizetion "doea not knew and does not study its personnel," officials
are appointed to responeible jobs end confirmed "without & perscnal interview”
end oritloism and self-oriticlsm are virtuelly unknewn there.

ZARARPATSKAYA FRAVDA (15 November) speaks of "stegnetion" (sastly) of Party
aotivities brousht about by palitiaally immatume Bawtr momwems, It Wal Tevsensd
et 8 recent plenary session of the Ushgorod town Party Oommities that the
quelitetive make-up of the mambership leaves much room for political improvement .
Nelther the full fledged Pariy members nor the candidates have shown the proper
"Merxist tempering," and their general politioal background is poor. DNIEPROVSKAYA
PRAVDA (15 November) oharges that the oblaat Party officiale' attitude toward the
scoeptance of new members to the Party borders on the oriminal. Appliocants for
mezbership are said to be Judged entirely by the information they aupply in the
questionnaires which, inaldentelly, 1s never verified. This sort of approsch to
the processing of prospective Party members, says ‘the paper, invarisbly leads to
the appointment of "unsuitable" (neprigodnie) persons to responsidble positions end
prevents the acoeptance of well-qualified peocpie. Such cases are neither isolated
nor sccldental, and whersver they oaour one is sure to trace the trouble to nepotism
and "excessive familiarity" among the Communist officials, It 12 well Jmown,
however, that & number of "town and rayon Party Committees are very slow in
oliminating thelr shortoomings" connected with Communist pergsonnel administretion.
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The "narrow departmental spproach" (uzko-vedomstvennly podkhod) to persomnel matters
should be combatted with "Bolshevik integrity of principle"” (bolshevistskaya
printsipialnost) which is interpreted as intolerance towerd any menifestation of
anti~Perty and anti-State tendencles plus a healthy respect for criticism,
particularly from below (snizu).

Aversion to Criticism Criticized: Fear of criticism and self-oriticism, says
SOTSIALISTICHESKIY DONBAS (13 November), is highly reprehensible but suppression
of criticism (zazhim kritiki) is e great evil which will not escape punishment.
The Stalino oblast Perty and Soviet offiecilels, it is olaimed, have unfortunately
not understcod the lmportance of using criticism as a method of eliminating
shorteomings. They in faoct pretend to be uneware of the systematic suppression of
oriticism by their own subordinates. Addressing s Slavysnsk rayon Party
conference, the former secretary of the rayon Committee is said to heve lashed out
against everyone "who dered to criticize him or his colleagues" when he was in
office. The editorial referes also to a letter published in the same issue com~
pleining about the behavior of the Party boss at the "Vetks" mine whose opposition
0 any oriticism is known to be violent, and expresses the hope that this
Yunrestrained stifler of oritiocism" (respoyssavshiysys zazhimshohik kritiki) will
"recelve exemplary punishment." Relterating the latest Party dictum that "he

who tolerates shoritoominge cannot remain in the renks of the Party," MOLOT says
(14 November) that not sll the oblast leaders "have teken it to heart."
Persecution and suppression of oriticism sre sald to be evident throughout Rostov
oblegt, end in many cases the pervetrators of that "great evil" are the ones who
#loudly protest their devotion" (gromko zaveryayut svoyu predenncat) to Party
principles. The head of the Shakhiy reilrosd line, for example, does not even
bother to concesl his intolerance of oritlioism and persists in hounding anyone

of his subordinetes who as much as refers to a shorteoming in his work.

KRIMSKAYA PRAVDA (16 November) denounces the hostile attitude toward oriticism in
Orimean oblest in almost identioel terms. It is those who usually "ehout the
loudest about thelr implicit loyslty to the Party" thet are found to indulge in
enti-Party eotivities such ae persecuting their oritica. It is evident, says the
paper;, thet the value of oriticilem, partioulsrly from below, is atill not realized
by the oblast officlels, end this is a1l the more regrettable in view of the faot
thet pecple guilty of such un=-Bolahevik behavior "oannot sount on being trusted by
the Party." Just how widespread this enti-oriticlsm sentimens is is ocited in the
case of the Crimean Aoademio Ocnetruction Scheme (Kryme-akedem=atroy) whose shief
bookkeeper withheld the salery of the editor for publishing unfeverable aritioism
in the sdministration's paper. Neither the ohiel of the censtruetion snterprise
nor the local Party buresu, says the paper, found it necessary to interfere with
th:t:rgitnry action of the bookkeeper which wae obviously designed %o undexmine
eritiolem, ;

Komsomol activiiies are discussed brilefly end familiarly in some reglonal broad-
certs, all of them pointing to one common failing~-=inadequate promslytizing
ectivitles among the youth. A droadoest from Tbilisi of 13 November quotes a
Chenturis ZARYA VOSTOKA artlcle as saying that the Republic's Komsomol organize-
tions mre still not wp to their task of enlightening the nonparty young people,
partioularly the rural youth. KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA (14 November) cells uven the
young Communists to intensify their propagends work "on e larger scale' ameng the
youth and familiarize them with the 19th Congress decleions and other Soviet events
of mejor importance. SOTSIALISTICHESKIY DONBAS (14 November) spesks of the
"gerious shorteomings" recently discovered in the work of the oblast Komsomol
orgenizetions. The peper does not specify these shortoomings but merely tells
the Komsomols whet to do in order to eliminete them. The Junlor Communiste are
ecocordingly urged to "inspire the young pecple" to greater efforts in their
socleliet competltion end encourage more criticism and self-criticism smong them.
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The shortcomings in Komsomol activities, according to NADNEPRYANSKA PRAVDA

(15 November), ususlly fall into the same category as those in the Party. The
point of closest resemblance in this respect is the reluctance to check the
implementation of decisions already teken. The similarity, howaver, doss not end
therae. The oblast Komsomol officials, seys the paper, "are not meintaining con~
nections with the youth” and geldom visit the primary organizations. This lack of
control from mbove has given rise to the kind of bureaucracy and exclusiveness
among local Komsomol officisls that ere so often criticized as Party weaknesses.
The paper even hints that these local Committees, far from trying tc recruit new
menbers, actually tend to reduce their membership. At a recent meeting of the
Velikoslexendrovka rayon Komsomol organization the oblast Cormittee was criticized
for not knowing what 1s going on at its subordinste rayon orgesnizaiions:

veo 1f they kmew they would not allow the CPYRGHT
rayon Komsomol orgenization to exclude the
¥olkhoz youth from the Komsomol organization.
In the past two years only 182 youths from
kolkhozes were accepted by the Komsomol
orgenlzetion.

Ideological Affairs:

PRAVDA's editorial on literature, ert and culture in general (12 November) is
‘schoed by & number of regional trensmitters all of which call for greater offorts
and better performance in those fields. Thelr common complaint is that although
the 19th Party Congress pointed out the weaknesses of Soviet oultural life and the
methods for their elimination, ite injunoticns frequently remain unheeded. Thus,

a® PRAVDA points out, "the ideclogical and artistic level" (1deologicheskly 1
¥hudozhestvenniy uroven) of many ourrent worke still remains unsatisfectory, and
the "richness" of Soviet 1life is often portrayed "flabbily and dryly." What the
Perty demands of all Soviet writers, the editorial says, lis "o write the truth"
(pisat pravdu), that is to give a true portrayal of the struggle of the old against
the new and "the endorsement of the all-oonquering ideas of Oommuniem." A RADYANSEA
UKRAINA editorial published on the same day bemcans the fact that higher education
in the Ukreine 1s still shot through with serious shortcomings (seryoany nedoliki).
The teaching of scolsl solences is seid to be unsestlsfectory in many of the
Republic's universities, and this at a time when "special attentlon rust be devoted
to the education of e Soviet intelligentsis' (csoblive uvaga mas buty zvernena na
vykhovannya redyanskoy intelligentsii). The result is that the development of
naticnel oulture is not am gratifying ss the Party would like %o see it, The
ertiatio level of the motien pletures is etill very lew, and this ls said to eRFE/RGHT
aldo to litereture snd painting:

There are still teoc few publiceiions designed

4o expese manifestetions of bourgeois ideology,
partioularly Ukrainian bourgecis nationalism and
cosmopolitenism. A number of inatitutes ... have
displayed timidity in the mtter of formulsting
snd solving theoretlcel problems.

Ukrainian version:

Malo shohe napysano pratas, shoho vykryvayut CPYRGHT
proyavy burzhuegnol ideologii i, nasampered,
ukreinskego burzhuaznogo natsicnalismu i

gtytutiv o..
proyevliyaeteys boyazkist v postanoviel i
rogrobtel teoretyshnykh probdblem.
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The paper’s inferential admission in this comnection is that while most of the
Ukrainisn writers are reluctant to delve into the risky subitleties of Communist
ideclogy as currently defined, some of them do not hesitate to inject a bit of
nationalist sentiment in their publications. Chief among them fs L. Smilyanskiy
whose recent book "Sed" (the garden) ib said to "eontain shorteomings of a
nationalist nature” (mae pomylky natsionalistychnogo kharakteru). It is also
revealed that the book he published in 1941 "Zoloty vorota' (the golden gate)
belongs in the same category. (There i1s no further reference to the nature of
the mentioned shortcomings, however.)

Private-property psychology and other survivels of bourgecis ideology, says
IZVESTIA editorially on 12 November, are still with us, end such traits "do not
die of themselves" (ne otmirayut semi soboy). Nor is the situation helped much
by "dishonest, unscrupulous and false pecple" (nechestnie, nedobrosovestnie i
falshivie ludi) of whom there are "not a few" (nemalo) in Soviet society. Defining
the three cetegories of people who do not typify the "Soviet man" es officially
conceived, the paper makes the distinction between mediocrity and what might te
construed as hostile elements. The acquisitive instincts of some people are
expressed in the "malicious violations" of Soviet ldéws and State discipiine with
the obvious purpose of giving e 1ittle and geining much. Others just prefer to
"sit back end welt for the coming of Communism" (sidyet i zhdut nastuplania
kommunizma) end et the ssme *ime try to acquire from society what they need.
Still others are characterized es "simply indifferent" (prosto ravnodushiny), who
manage to get eway with a minimum of work but are neither active nor consistent
in thelr sctivitiea. Though apparently inmocuous, such "drcnes" (rotozei), it is
cleimed, actuslly "cause damage to the Stete" (prichinyayut vred gosudarstvu),
It 1s recelled in thie connection that in his speech to 19th Party Congress,
Melenkov mentioned these pecple in acntext of foreign anti-Soviet propagania
referring to them as the "unstable elements" (neustoiohivie elementy) of Soviet
soclety. IZVESTIA doea not mertion the latter classification btut slso brings

in the foreign propeganda engle in ita reference to the above defined categories
of pecple:

Nor are we safe from the infiltration into CPYRGHT
our midat of alien viewe, ideas snd sentiments
from the outside, from the capitaliet world.

CPYRGHT

Ruselan version:

ne gesirakhoveny takzhe ot pronikmovenia k
en chushdykh vazglyadov, idei 1 nastroyeniy iszvue,
o storony kapitalisticheskogo mira.

KAZAXHSTANSKAYA FRAVDA (12 November) says thet the eliminatlon of the capitalist
remants from the minda of the pecple is one of the many taske facing the
Republic's educators, scientists and men of letters. This sspect of the
ideclogioal struggle, however, "is assuming incressing importence" now during
the transitlon from sccialism to Communiam. CHERNOMORSKA XKOMUNA criticizes an
unnemed number of Party Committees whose chief preccoupetion is administrative
rather than Party and ideologloal Work. The Vorcshilov Fayun Fariy, Lus wamuyie,
has dlapleyed "an intolerable attitude" toward all problems of ideology by
alaply neglecting them. Looel composers and writers do mot get the proper
indootrination and thelir knowledge of Merxism-Leniniem ig therefore found
wenting. In Andreyevakly and other rayons the independent students of Marxism-
Loninism receive practiocally no ideclogical guidance from the sppropriate Party
Oommittees. Iven the lectures they were scheduled to hear have not been
deliversd during the current year.
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Ideological education is also the object of a STALINGRADSKAYA PRAVDA editoriel
discussion of 13 November. The dual purpose of seminars for independent Pmriy
students, the paper says, is to facilitate their exchange of opinion, on the one
hend, and to give the Party organization tunity to contrel their studies,
on the other. But this epparently is not realized in some rayons of Stalingred
oblaest where ideological education "is badly organized" (plokho organizovano).

In Frolovekly rayon the students hear lectures only on rare occasions while in
Kirovskiy and Trektorozavodskly rayons the politicel achool and study circle leaders
geldom put in thelr eppearsnce at seminars and similer gatherings.

A Begms article carried by RADYANSKA UKRAINA on 12 Novemker (not btroadcast) spesks
in disparaging terms of the ideologicel shorteomings in ¥amenete-Podolek obimet.
The euthor goes as far as to suggest a thorough overhauling of the oblast agitation
end propagenda methods, & more serious approech to ideological problems and "a
declsive struggle egainst liberalism" (rishucha borotba z liberelizmom). In
Grytslvekly, Vovkovinetskly, Shepetivkely and e pumber of other rayons the
ideologleal training of Party members and cendidetes 18 said to have reached a
very low point. Most of the political sgltators selented to help the independent
gtudents of Merxism have revealed & poor ideologloal background, incompetsnce and
pol¥tical immaturity. BEvidence of bourgecis-nationslist sentiment in Izmail oblast
1s contalned in & Zakotyenskly report cerried by the paper on the same dsy (not
broadeast). As indicated in a previous CPW report, the Ukrainian spoken in the
Klev-Poltave erea wae recommended as the standard Ukrainien languags to ba ussd
eventuelly throughout the Republic. That this idea 18 not too popular with acre
Ukrainiana of the recently-srnexed western cblaats such eg Ismail may bo Inferred
from Zekotyanskly's oriticiem of a leaturer who had diffsrent ideas on the suvhject.
In his leotures on "northern dieleots" (pivnichni dislekty), Ulmeinian~langusge
expert Dubfnenko is reported to have

ingfsted on the soceptance of RKulish®a entli« CPYRGHT
soientific nationalist views on that matter,
and urged his students to subaoride to the
viewpoint of thet rahid Ukrainian bourgsois
nationslist.
CPYRGHT

Ukrainian version:

nagtiyno propaguvav u teyomu pylanni entynaukovy
nateionaliatyohnu tochku zoru Kulishe i vymagav
vid studentiv dodershuvaty poglyadiv itsyoge
zapeklogo ukrainskogo burshusgnogo naisionalista.

Jae Josal nress, says RADYANSKA UKRAINA on 13 Nuvember, should not conline Ltaslt
to the publication of Ltemg of loepl eplop (teikavykh i zmistovykh storinmok)--it
muet venture into the broader spheres of national economy and politics. Some
pepers, it is asserted, ere paying much too little attention to the monumental
decisions of the 19th Party Congress or to Stalinls article on the "Fundamental
Edonomic lew of Socialism" end eg o result the people know little about tlem.
Listed as guiliy of such lack of interest are PRIKARPATSKA PRAVIA (Stanislav
chlast), ZAKARPATSKA FRAVDA (Transcarpathis), CHERVONIV STVAS {8xila) un2
LENINSKIY SHLIAKH (Pile Tserkma). The suhscription campaign for newspapers and
periodicels in the rurel srees is mot going as well as sxpecisd and should he
intensified, acoording to KIROVOGRADSKA PRAVDA (14 November). "The propsgetion
of the press," ssys the peper, 1s an important mepect of propagsnds and enlighteu-~
ment end "should not be left to the fates." In a number of rayoms, however, *lw
Party, trade unions snd Komsomol organizations eppear tc "underestimate the
inporiance™ of printed matter lesving 1ts distribution to the officials of the
comminicetions and prinfers unions, The situation 18 ssid to be worst in
Ustynovekiy end Znemenskly rayons where subseription for end distribution of the
locel press end perlodicels have bean left entirely ocut of aceount.
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